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different modes of acquiring it] but is also sound mathematically.
One stock of money is such that it has created ten times as much in the
gathering of it. Another is such that it has annihilated ten times as
much in the gathering of it.

To lay down directions for the making of money without regard
to moral considerations is therefore a pursuit that bespeaks of man's
insolence. There is nothing more disgraceful to man than the principle
"buy in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest". Buy in the
cheapest market? Yes, but what made your market cheap? Charcoal
may be cheap among roof timbers after a fire and the bricks of
buildings brought down by an earthquake may be cheap. But no one
therefore will make bold to assert that fire and earthquake redound to
the nation's benefit. Again, sell in the dearest market? Yes, but
what made your market dear? You made good profit today from the
sale of your bread. But was it by extorting the last cowrie from a dying
man? Or, did you sell it to a rich man who will tomorrow appropriate
all that you have? Or did you give it to a bandit on his way to
pillaging your bank? Probably you will not be able to answer any of
these questions, for you do not know. But there is one question you can
answer, namely, whether you sold it justly and at a reasonable price.
And justice is all that matters. It is your duty to act so that no one
suffers through your actions.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 20-6-1908
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